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This is Part Il of the website HOWTO series. See Part I on Docker and Part I on theme customization and Part IV on SEO
and analytics.

This website is built with Jekyll using Minimal Mistakes theme and hosted on GitHub Pages. For
development and writing posts | use Docker that builds a static website locally and serves it from a Docker
container. | then push the local changes upstream to GitHub which then builds the website on GitHub’s
servers.

In the third HOWTO serie, | explain how to host your personal website on GitHub Pages and use private
domain.

PUBLISHING ON GITHUB PAGES AND USING
PRIVATE DOMAIN

When you feel ready to put your site online, go to your GitHub and create a new repository. For hosting with
GitHub Pages it should have a name in a format like this: USERNAME.github.io , where USERNAME is the
name of your registered GitHub account.

Move your website’s code to this repository. The best way to do it is to build your website for production.
Until now our Jekyll in your Docker container was run in development mode

(https://jekylirb.com/docs/configuration/environments/). We can build the website in production mode like so~“:

docker run --rm -it --volume="$PWD:/srv/jekyll" --volume="$PWD:/usr/src/app" --env JEKYLL_ENV=production

jekyll/jekyll:3.8 jekyll build

Finally, copy _site to your USERNAME.github.io repository and push changes to GitHub using git.

[J Note: Make sure that _site is NOT added to .gitignore . Otherwise it won’t be added to your GitHub when pushing

changes from local machine.

If you want to use private domain with GitHub Pages, you can buy one on Google Domains

(https://domains.google.com/m/registrar/search). For instance, | registered my www.cross-validated.com for only
$12 per year.
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To redirect the traffic from GitHub Pages to your private domain, you need to create a file called CNAME in
the root directory of your USERNAME.github.io repository. It should include the name of your private
domain:

[J k-bosko [ k-bosko.github.io @unwatch> 1 %sStar 0  YFork 0
<> Code Issues 0 Pull requests © Projects 0 Wiki Security Insights Settings
Branch: master ~  k-bosko.github.io /| CNAME Find file =~ Copy path
ﬂk-bosko modified CNAME 99792fe 3 days ago

1 contributor

1 lines (1 sloc) 23 Bytes Raw Blame History [J # [

www. cross-validated.com

Now we need to configure DNS records at Google Domains that should point to GitHub’s servers®:

o 185.199.108.153
o 185.199.109.153
o 185.199.110.153
o 185.199.111.153
= Google Domains HH o
[ All my domains Synthetic records
_ Synthetic records allow you to add common features, such as domain forwarding or G Suite, to your demain in one step. Each synthetic record is an
cross-validated.com automatically-generated collection of resource records related to a specific feature. Learn more
OF  Domain overview Subdomain forward = «cross-validated,com —* m
@3 Reglstration settings * Temporary redirect (302) * Do not forward path ® Disable S5L
Permanent redirect (301) Forward path Enable SSL
=] DNS
Email forward View setting Dalete
BN Website
B2 Emall
Custom resource records
Q Gat a new domain Resource records define how your domain behaves, Common uses Include pointing your domain at your web server or configuring emall delivery for
your domain. Learn more
E| Send feedback A - ¢ + m
@ Help
Name (D) Type (B m @ Data (@
L~ United States
@ A Th 185.199.108.153 Delete Edit

185.199.109.153
185.199.110.153

185.199.111.153

WWW CNAME 1h k-bosko.github.lo. Delete Edit
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Now your GitHub Pages should point to your private domain. To check it go to Settings of your

USERNAME.github.io repository. Here you can also secure your GitHub Pages site with HTTPS to encrypt
traffic between GitHub’s servers and your browser.

GitHub Pages

GitHub Pages is designed to host your personal, organization, or project pages from a GitHub repository.

+ Your site is published at http://www.cross-validated.com/

Source
Your GitHub Pages site is currently being built from the master branch. Learn more.

User pages must be built from the master branch.

Theme Chooser
Select a theme to publish your site with a Jekyll theme. Learn more,

Choose a theme

Custom domain
Custom domains allow you to serve your site from a domain other than k-bosko.github. io. Learn more,

www.cross-validated.com Save

Enforce HTTPS
HTTPS provides a layer of encryption that prevents others from snooping on or tampering with traffic to your site.
When HTTPS is enforced, vour site will only be served over HTTPS, Learn more,

[J Note: It will take some time to actually enforce HTTPS on GitHub Pages, so be patient. When it does, you will see lock
icon in your browser’s address bar.

1. I relied mostly on Curtis Larson’s great tutorial (http.//www.curtismlarson.com/blog/2015/04/12/github-pages-google-domainsy).

However, | found that few things changed since the article was posted, so decided to write my own HOWTO. <

2. Thanks @michaelsoolee (https:/michaelsoolee.com/compile-jekyll-site-docker/) for this tip. In his post, he also explains
what the Docker commands actually mean. <

3. If you experience any problems, check out the GitHub’s “Troubleshooting_custom domains” page

(https://help.github.com/en/articles/troubleshooting-custom-domains). <

W Tags: [ DNS ] [ GitHub Pages ] [ Minimal Mistakes Jekyll
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